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infection, puerperal septicaemia, and erysipelas, but we are
still ignorant of the place and the mode in which the strepto-
coccus acquires the pathogenic properties which cause it to

produce the one or the other of these several states. They
find that the micrococci have a disposition to form bacilli in
conditions still unknown or badly determined either within
or without the organism. The virulence of the bacilli is
liable to the same variations as that of the streptococcus.
Lastly, it is not necessary to conclude that there is a mixture
of a pyogenic agent with a foreign microbe when bacilli are
found commingled with streptococci, for the bacilli may only
be modified streptococci. 

-

THE USE OF DRUGS. 

ADDRESSES before medical societies usually lean in one of
three directions-the literary, the speculative, or in the

direction of comparison of the past with the present and
the future. The practical side is but seldom treated in

these formal addresses. As will be seen by a letter which
we publish elsewhere, the Willesden and District Medical
Society determined-as an outcome of an address by Dr.
Gowers on the Use of Drugs - that there should be a

discussion on the question-" What druos are considered
most useful in general practice ?" Every member of
the association was asked to send in a list, and from this
list the following drugs have been selected - iodide of

potassium, antipyrin, liquor arsenicalis, tinctura digitalis,
and liquor strychnine. We trust that calomel and opium
are so universally considered useful as to be without the

pale of discussion, otherwise their omission seems strange.
Collective investigations of this kind ought to give rise to
valuable results, and we congratulate Dr. Gowers-whose
address we shall publish shortly-on his having been the
means of initiating such investigation by a local society.

PULMONARY ACTINOMYCOSIS IN A SHEEP.

HITHERTO instances of actinomycosis in the ovine species
have been rarely, if ever, recorded, the hnimals in which it

has been commonly observed being those of the ox tribe and
sometimes the horse. In a recent issue of the Zeitschrift fiir
Fleiselt- und Xilv&7bygiene Herr Gripps, veterinary surgeon at
Stettin, gives the description of a sheep which was killed at
the abattoir of that town, and in which the whole of the
anterior moiety of the left lung was transformed into a hard,
dense mass, nodulated on the surface, and varying in tint
from a greyish blue to a dirty yellow or grey. On the

surface and also on section there were somewhat brighter-
coloured granules, the largest of which were about the size of a
hempseed. The bronchial lymphatic glands, as well as those
in the mediastinum, appeared to be free from these minute
bodies. These, when examined by means of the microscope,
were found to be composed of masses of small cells of various
dimensions in a stroma of wide-meshed connective tissue.
The centre of these masses was occupied by clusters of

actinomycetes, large and small ; some of the largest were
surrounded by a zone of epithelioid and giant cells. The case,
apart from its rarity, is very interesting.

MEDICAL CERTIFICATES FOR THE LONDON 
BOARD SCHOOLS.

AT the last meeting of the Board Mr. Sharp presented
the annual report of the School Attendance Committee,
which dealt with, among other matters, the question of
medical certificates. First of all, let it be clearly under-
stood that by a pious fiction the School Board never asks
for, or even wants, a medical certificate ; that attack

upon the liberty of the subject is the work of the

wicked and hard-hearted magistrate, but the Board, not

Leiag able to trust ordinary medical-men, has appointed

its own, to help the magistrates. We may remind our
readers that not so very long ago it tried hard to get its
own magistrates, too, the ordinary magistrate not being
good enough. The report of the School Attendance Com-
mittee is somewhat querulous : 1. Sometimes there was no
medical certificate at all. 2. Sometimes the certificate

simply stated that the child was ill." In our opinion there
is no reason why the certificate should state anything more.
The Board would not know the meaning, say, of tuberculous
meningitis " unless it condescended to ask its own medical
officer, whose opinion it has ignored all through this con-
troversy, and, besides, the illness of a child is a confiden-
tial matter between the parents and the medical man.
3. Sometimes children thus certified had been found playing
in the streets or at work. The Board, of course, does not
know that in some illnesses-chorea, for example-playing is
not harmful, when going to school would be. 4. The com-
mittee could not understand why the action of the Board had
been objected to, but the objectors had probably been
instigated by others. We are sorry that we do not seem to
have made ourselves clear, but we refer the committee to our
issues of June 8th, July 6th and 20th, and Aug. 3rd of the
current year. Medical men-and even a medical man has

feelings-do not like the cases in which their certificates

are " considered by the divisional superintendent to be

doubtful " examined by other medical men behind their
backs. That is all. 

___

INTERNECINE LITIGATION.

AT the Manchester assizes on Nov. 6th the case of Brooks
v. Eatough came before Mr. Justice Collins and a special
jury. The parties were members of a firm of medical

practitioners in Mossley, and the plaintiff sued the

defendant for slander in that he (the defendant) had

gone to a lady patient of the plaintiff and made state-

ments to her, in the presence of another lady, re-

flecting on his professional skill and moral reputation
in his treatment of the said lady. We need not give
any details, but we may say that the lady in question gave
evidence as to the defendant’s statement to her, and also said
that he had asked her to give evidence against the plaintiff,
but that she declined. Eventually the jury found a verdict
for the plaintiff, with f.300 damages. The action, it appears,
was only taken after unsuccessful efforts had been made to
dissolve the partnership, and we may remark that it is a

great pity for professional men of any sort to carry private
quarrels into a public court, although perhaps in this case
there was no other way out of a difficult position. A case

of this kind is a sort of nine days’ wonder. All the details
are seized upon and gloated over by prurient minds, and a
great deal of scandal is thereby caused. It is a matter for

congratulation, however, that the medical profession is, as a
rule, singularly free from scandals of this kind, and long may
it be so. 

____

ARTERIO-VENOUS ANASTOMOSES.

M. G. G&Eacute;RARD of Lille, in an article which appeared in
the Bulletins d la Soci&eacute;t&eacute; de Biologie of Paris (No. 1) at the
beginning of the present year, announced that he, with M. Ch.
Debierre, had discovered an anastomosing vessel passing
directly from the external iliac artery to the external iliac
vein. Since that date he has continued his investigation in the
adult and in infants by means of general and local injections,
by dissection, and by microscopic examination, and has com-
municated the result at which he has arrived in the October

number of the ArcJrivts de Physiologie. He has arrived at

the conviction that there exist in many parts of the body
communicating vessels between arteries and veins which

may be easily followed and dissected. Such anastomoses are
1 Mr. Sharp’s answer to Mr. A. Riley, June 27th, 1895.


